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1. A meti^d for conducting Internet domain name service by a domain name 
manager, comprising: 

acquiring registration authority over all Internet sub-domain names from 
an o\wier of a domain name; 

offering Internet sub-domain name services based on said acquired sub- 
domain name registration authority to prospective sub<lomain buyers; 

transferring authority over a sub-domain name selected by one of said 
prospective sub-domain, buyers to said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers; and 

notifying said domain name owner of said transfer of sub-domain name 
authority to said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers. 

]^ 2„ The method of Claim 1, v^herein said acquiring step further comprises 

receiving a request from said domain name owner to offer said sub-domain name 
fj] services to said prospeclive sub-domain name buyers. 

^ 3. The method of Claim 1, wherein said transferring step further comprises 
P receiving a request from said one of said prospective sutKiomain buyers for authority 
\ ,t over said selected sub-domasn name. 

Lx 

Q 4. The method of Claim 1. wherein said offering step further comprises 
providing a searching capability to said prospective sub-domain buyers to identify 
available ones of said sub-domain names. 

5. The method of Claim 4, wherein said offering step ftirther comprises 
notifying said prospective sub-domain name buyers of alternative ones of said sub- 
domain names if a desired sub-domain name is unavailable. 
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6, The method of Claim 1. wherein said acquiring step further comprises 
receiving a fee from said domain name owner. 

7. The method of Claim 1 , wherein said transferring step further comprises 
receiving a fee from said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers. 

5 8. The method of Claim 1, wherein said acquiring step further comprises 

locating a domain name service provider assodated with said domain name, 

9. The method of Claim 8. wherein said acquiring step further comprises 
notifying said domain name service provider of a transfer of domain name service from 
said domain name owner. 

10 1 0. A system for conducting an Internet domain name service, comprising: 

a server connected to the Internet and a domain name management 

m 

% application executing in association with said server to provide the fundions of: 

acquiring registration authority over all Internet sub-domatn names 
y from an cmner of a domain name: 
15 Jl offering Internet sub-domain name services based on said acquired 

S sub-domain name registration authority to prospective ^ub-domain buyers; 
h transferring authority over a sub-domain name selected by one of 

said prospective sub-domain buyers to said one of said prospective sub-domain 
buyers; and 

20 notifying said domain name ov^er of said transfer of sub-domain 

name authority to said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers 

11, The system of Claim 10, further comprising a memory connected to said 
server and having a registration database of all sub-domain names already transferred 
to said prospective sub-domain buyers. 
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12, The system of Claim 10, wherein said acquiring function further comprises 
receiving a request from said domain name owner to offer said sub-domain name 
services to said prospective sub-domain name buyers. 

13, The system of Claim 10. wherein said transferring function further 
5 comprises receiving a request from said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers for 

authority over said selected sub^omain name. 

14, The system of Claim 10. wherein said offering function further comprises 
providing a searching capability to said prospective sub-domain buyers to identify 
available ones of said sub-domain names, 

to 15, The system of Claim 14, wherein said offering function further comprises 

notifying said prospective sub-domain name buyers of aUernativa ones of said sub- 
rn domain names if a desired sub-domain name is unavailable. 

^ 16. The system of Claim 10, wherein said acquiring function further comprises 

bi receiving a fee from said domain name ov/ner. 

1 ;r 

15^ 17, The system of Claim 10, wherein said transferring function further 
comprises receiving a fee from said one of said prospective sub-domain buyers. 

y I 18. The system of Claim 10, wherein said acquiring function further comprises 
^ locating a domain name service provider for said domain name. 

19. The system of Claim 18, wherein said acquiring function further <X)mprises 
20 notifying said domain name service provider of a transfer of domain name serwtce from 
said domain name owner. 
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20, (Currently amended) A method for assigning domain names configured 
according to a domain name system, each domain name including a user^setected 
subdomain label to the tefl: of a fully-qualified domain name, the method comprising: 

obtaining fully-qualified domain names associated v^ith different corresponding 
host IP addresses in resource records of domain name servers from a plurality of 
domain name holders; 

communicating with the domain name servers to effect reassignment of name 
service records for the fully-qualified domain names, whereby the fully^qualified domain 
names are pointed to at least one IP address of a subdomain management system; 

maintaining a database of subdomain labels for the fully-qualified domain names, 
wherein each subdomain label is not associated with an IP address in a-zone-fite-o^any 
higheMevel^-domaln the name service records , the database accessible by the 
subdomain management system and relating each subdomain label to a user- 
determinable address for content and to at least one of the fully-qualified domain 
names; and 

providing an interface interoperable with the database to relate user-selected 
subdomain labels with user-selected ones of the fully-qualified domain names to provide 
domain names, each domain name comprising a fully-qualified domain name and at 
least one subdomain label to the left of the fully^qualified domain name. 
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21. (Previously presertted) The method of Claim 20, further comprising 
receivingl^ request for content, comprising a domain name configured in accordance 
with the domain name system, the domain name comprising a fully-qualified domain 
name and at least one subdomain label to the left of the futly-qualified domatn name. 

22. {Previously presented) The method of Claim 21, further comprismg 
directing the request to the user-determinable address related to the at least one 
subdomain. 

23. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 22. v/herein the directing 
step further comprises direcling the request to the user-determinable address 
comprising a network address. 

24. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 22, v/herein the directing 
step further comprises directing the request to the user-determinable address 
comprising an address configured independently of the domain name system, 

25. (Previously presented) The method of Clafm 22, further comprising 
serving content in response to the request. 

26. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 20, further comprising 
obtaining information for payment from users for relating user-setected subdomain 
labels to fully-quaiified domain names in tt^e database. 

27, (Previously presented) The method of Claim 26, further comprising 
crediting a portion of the payment to a holder of the fully-qualified domain name. 
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H 28, (Previously presented) The method of Claim 20, v^rherein the obtaining 
step further comprises obtaining the fully-<jualified domain names, wherein at least one 
of the fully-qualified domain names comprises a subdomain labeled with a designated 
wildcard character of the domain name system, and at feast one higher-level domain 
name. 

29. (Previously presented) The method of Claim 21. wherein the maintaining 
step further comprises maintaining the database including subdomain labels associated 
as lower-level domains of other subdomain labels, wherein multiple subdomain labels 
are related to corresponding ones of the user-^eterminable addresses. 

^ 30. (Currently amended) A system for aggregating a plurality of fully«qualrfied 
domain names for independent licensing of subdomain labels related thereto, 
comprising: 

a subdomain management system, comprising a server connected to a network 
and operably associated with a database and with a memory, the memory holding 
instructions for: 

obtaining futfy-quatified domain names associated v^ith different corresponding 
host IP addresses in resource records of domain name servers from a plurality of 
domain name holders; 

communicating with the domain name servers to effect reassignmenl of name 
service records for the fully-quafified domain names, whereby the fully-qualified domain 
names are pointed to at least one IP address of the subdomain management system: 

maintaining the database of subdomain labels for the fully-qualified domain 
names, wherein each subdomain label is not associated with an IP address in a zone 
file of any higher-tevel domain, the database relating each subdomain label to a user- 
determinable address for content and to at least one of the fully-qualified domain 
names; and 

providing an interface interoperable with the database to relate user-selected 
subdomain labels with user-selected ones of the fully-qualified domain names to provide 
domain names, each domain name comprising a fully-qualified domain name and at 
least one subdomain label to the left of the fully-qualified domain name. 
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1^ 32. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 31 » v/herein the instructions 
further comprise directing the request to the user-detenninabfe address related to the at 
least one subdomain. 

33. {Previously presented) The system of Claim 32, v/herein the directing 
step of the instructions further comprises directing the request to the user-determinable 
address comprising a network address. 

34. (Previousiy presented) The system of Claim 32, wherein the directing 
step of the instructions further comprises directing the request to the user-determinable 
address comprising an address configured independently of the domain name system. 

35. (Previously presented) The system -of Claim 32, wherein the instructions 
further comprise serving content in response to the request, 

36. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 30. v/herein the instructions 
further comprise obtaining infomnation for payment from users for relating user*$elected 
subdomain labels to fully-qualified domain names in the database. 

37. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 36, wherein the instructions 
further comprise crediting a portion of the payment to a holder of the fully-qualified 
domain name. 

38. (Previously presented) The system of Claim 30, v/herein the obtaining 
step of the instructions further comprises obtaining the fully*qualified domain names, 
wherein at least one of the fully-qualified domain names comprises a subdomain 
labeled with a designated v/iidcard character of the domain name system, and at least 
one higher-level domain name. 
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39- (Previously presented) The system of Claim 31, wherein the maintaining 
step of the instructions further comprises maintaining the database including subdomain 
labels associated as lower-level domains of other subdomain labels, wherein multiple 
subdomain labels are related to corresponding ones of the user-determinable 
addresses. 



